In all cases which had ANA titres during interferon gamma treatment tests for antibodies to native double stranded DNA with Crithidia luciliae as substrate were negative.
Discussion
It is well known that interferons have not only antiviral but also immunomodulatory properties. That is especially true for interferon gamma, as recently reviewed by Kirchner.7 Owing to the favourable results of clinical pilot studies with enriched lymphokine preparations in patients with RA, we performed a clinical phase II trial with human recombinant interferon gamma. We were aware of the theoretical problems of using a putative amplifier of the immune response in the treatment of an autoimmune disorder. This study seemed to be justified, however, by the results of the pilot trials.
Our 
